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JOB PROFILE: Conservator 

Hi, my name is Rosalind. I’m the photographic conservator and conservation 

manager for the project. The conservation team makes sure that the 

negatives are clean prior to be digitised. The assistants clean the negatives 

using alcohol and water and brush off any dust with squirrel and goat 

hairbrushes. If any glass negative is broken, cracked or the emulsion (image 

layer) is peeling off it comes to me and I repair it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On a daily basis I put pieces of broken glass negatives back together so as to get an image at 

the end. I also scrape away paper from image layers as well as go to meetings and do a lot 

of computer work. 

 

Career path 

I came from France to do a BA and a MA in Conservation in Organic materials (paper, books, 

parchment, photographs..) at the University of the Arts, Camberwell College. During my BA, 

I did as many work placements as I could. I was lucky to have found and started a job while 

studying for my MA. I worked for P&O Archive, a privately owned archive which held a large 

collection ranging from ship models to photographs.  

While working for them, I also accumulated volunteering jobs in various places as well as 

getting short term contracts. I volunteered at the Royal Horticultural Society which helped 

to get a 6 month contract working on their collection of the earliest colour photographs. I 

also volunteered or worked for the National Trust, the Imperial War Museum, the 

Ashmolean Museum in Oxford, Tate Britain and the Essex Record Office in their 

conservation department. 

 

Pros of being a Conservator 

It still brings me quite a buzzing feeling to know that my team and I are probably the first 

ones to open some of the boxes and see the negatives since they were last used. 

 

Cons of being a Conservator 

On the other hand the job in itself is very repetitive and requires constant vigilance, an eye 

for detail and a steady hand. Employment is more and more contract based and jobs are 

scarce.   


