Investigating a place – ask away


Student tasks

Describing the geography in a photograph is an essential skill for success in many examinations.  This resource asks you to investigate a place by considering a series of questions.

· You will need to work in pairs for this activity.
· Spend a few minutes looking very carefully at the photograph.
· Discuss the photograph with your partner.
· Your teacher will give you a sheet of paper with a copy of the photograph in the centre.  

Label:
· what you know.
· think you know.
· what you would like to know about the place in the photograph.
· Select a different colour for each of the above categories, so that you are able to distinguish easily which labels relate to which one
· When considering the things you would like to know about the place, begin with simple and obvious questions relating to aspects, such as its setting, the climate, its key features and the people there.  Then, try to become more creative with your questioning to ensure that you develop deeper thinking skills and are able to apply various probing techniques in the process. 
Extension task

· You now have the opportunity to conduct an independent enquiry into this place.  What would you choose as the focus for your investigation and why?  Formulate an enquiry question.  Be prepared to share this with others in your group/class.  You will then spend the next few lessons conducting some in-depth, extensive research before presenting your findings in an interesting and informative way.
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Teaching notes

Student tasks

The main activity allows for student involvement at many different levels with a variety of both open and closed questions.  

Apart from the approach suggested an alternative could be to use the photograph as a standalone starter resource and ask students to initially label the physical features.  This could be followed by labels for the human geography features.  A list of key words could be provided to assist some students.

Further information about the image
This photograph was taken in July1920 and shows Blackpool in north-west England.  The famous Blackpool Tower can be seen in the foreground and the Promenade that runs from the top to the bottom of the photograph.  
Blackpool as a tourist resort

Blackpool, as a major tourist destination had has its origins in Victorian times. The railway linking Manchester and the other densely populated textile towns of Lancashire to Blackpool was completed in the middle of the nineteenth century.  Consequently, Blackpool became a very popular as the factory workers increasingly took their annual holidays there.

The tourist industry grew more or less continuous until 1960 but, like other traditional British seaside resorts, Blackpool was badly affected as the Mediterranean was opened up by cheap package holidays.
Consequently by the 1980s, there were only about 20 million visits to the resort and this had dropped further to about 11 million by 1999. The resort continued to experience a decline in visits and recorded ten million visitors in 2008.  
Based on visitor numbers however, Blackpool is still the UK’s leading coastal resort and the decline in visitor numbers was halted.  In 2009 the number of visitors had risen to 12 million and to 13.5 million in 2012.
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